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Challenges and Fighi Solutions in Halal Certification:
A Comparative Study of Pakistan’s Food Industry
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Abstract

Pakistan’s expanding food processing sector faces distinct technical and Islamic
legal (Fight) hurdles in maintaining rigorous Halal compliance. This paper examines
two primary operational concerns: identifying complex chemical additives (E-
numbers) and managing cross-contamination risks across shared manufacturing
lines. By comparing Pakistan’s national standard (PS:3733) with international
benchmarks (OIC-SMIIC) and traditional Figh al Halal principles, the study bridges
the gap between contemporary food testing and classical jurisprudence. It argues
that modern scientific methods such as HPLC and PCR testing combined with
verified Clean in Place (CIP) procedures can work in harmony with core legal
concepts like Istihalah (chemical transformation), Istihlak (dissolution), and ‘Umtm
al Balwa (widespread necessity). Additionally, adopting digital tools like modern
supply chain tracking can reinforce transparency and compliance across production
channels. Ultimately, the paper provides strategic guidelines for the Pakistan Halal
Authority (PHA) and local manufacturers to improve Halal verification, build trust,
and meet global standards.
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