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Eid Celebrations and Islamic Educational Traditions in the
Digital Age:
Insights from Encyclopaedia of Islam and the Role of Artificial Intelligence

Miss Iqra? Dr. Hafiz Mohsin Zia Qazi?

Abstract

The rapid advancement of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and digital technologies
has significantly reshaped religious life, educational structures, and cultural
practices across global Muslim societies. Among the most profound
expressions of Islamic identity are Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha, which
historically functioned not only as religious festivals but also as educational,
ethical, and communal institutions. These celebrations embodied values of
unity, gratitude, sacrifice, and social responsibility while reinforcing
intergenerational transmission of Islamic knowledge. In the contemporary
digital age, Eid celebrations and Islamic educational traditions are increasingly
mediated through virtual platforms, Al-driven systems, online learning
environments, and algorithmic religious content. This transformation has
created new opportunities for accessibility, global connectivity, and knowledge
preservation, while simultaneously raising critical concerns regarding
authenticity, religious authority, misinformation, commercialization of sacred
rituals, and the erosion of traditional scholarly mentorship. This research
critically examines the transformation of Eid celebrations and Islamic
educational traditions through insights derived from Encyclopaedia of Islam
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and contemporary Digital Islam scholarship. It employs a qualitative,
interpretive methodology rooted in Islamic ethics, sociology of religion, and
digital cultural studies. The study argues that Artificial Intelligence, when
guided by Islamic ethical principles such as justice (‘adl), trust (amanah),
truthfulness (sidq), and public welfare (maslahah), can become a powerful
instrument for preserving Islamic heritage and strengthening global Islamic
education. However, unchecked technological integration risks reducing
sacred religious experiences into fragmented digital content, weakening the
moral depth of Islamic pedagogy, and transforming Eid from a spiritual
institution into a commercialized digital spectacle. The study concludes that a
balanced ethical framework is necessary to harmonize technological innovation
with Islamic spiritual integrity."In the contemporary digital era, religion is not
disappearing; rather, it is transforming its modes of expression,
communication, and presence through digital technologies and networked
media.
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Islamic Ethics.

Introduction

The twenty-first century has witnessed unprecedented technological
acceleration, particularly in the fields of Artificial Intelligence (AI), digital
communication, and data-driven systems. These developments have
fundamentally transformed global patterns of education, communication,
governance, and religious engagement, “Understanding Media.”! Within
Muslim societies, the influence of digital transformation is increasingly evident
in Islamic education, religious authority, and communal religious practices,
especially during the celebrations of Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha, “Islam in the
Digital Age.”?

Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha constitute central pillars of Islamic spiritual and
communal life. These occasions are not merely cultural festivities; rather, they
represent profound religious institutions embodying theological symbolism,
ethical discipline, gratitude, sacrifice, and social solidarity. Historically, Eid
gatherings functioned as educational and spiritual platforms where scholars
delivered sermons, families transmitted moral and religious values, and
Muslim communities reinforced collective identity through congregational
worship and social interaction. In the contemporary digital age, however, these
traditions are increasingly mediated through Artificial Intelligence systems,
social media platforms, online khutbahs, virtual Eid gatherings, and
algorithmically generated religious content, “Islam in the Digital Age.”? While
such technological integration has expanded accessibility, inclusivity, and
global participation, it has simultaneously raised critical questions concerning
religious authenticity, scholarly authority, spiritual depth, and the
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commercialization of sacred traditions. Islamic civilization has historically
demonstrated a remarkable capacity to adapt to beneficial forms of knowledge
and technological advancement while preserving its theological and moral
foundations. The Encyclopaedia of Islam notes that Islamic festivals and
educational traditions evolved across diverse historical and cultural settings
without losing their essential religious character, “Encyclopaedia of Islam.”*
Similarly, the Qur’an emphasizes the pursuit of knowledge as a divine and
spiritual obligation: “And say: My Lord, increase me in knowledge”>. In this
context, the present study critically examines the role of Artificial Intelligence
and digital technologies in reshaping Eid celebrations and Islamic educational
traditions. It explores both the opportunities and the challenges emerging from
rapid digitalization, focusing on questions of accessibility, identity,
authenticity, ethics, and the future of Islamic communal life in an Al-driven
world.

Research Questions
e How is Artificial Intelligence transforming the meaning and practice of
Eid celebrations in Muslim societies?
e How are Islamic educational traditions being reshaped by digital
technologies and Al-based learning systems?
e What ethical principles should guide the integration of Al into Islamic
religious and educational frameworks?

Research Objectives
e To examine the impact of Artificial Intelligence on Eid celebrations and
Islamic educational traditions.
e To analyze the transformation of religious authority in the digital
Islamic environment.
e To propose an Islamic ethical framework for responsible Al integration
in religious life.

Research Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative interpretive methodology grounded in the
disciplines of Islamic studies, sociology of religion, and digital humanities. The
research primarily relies on textual and thematic analysis of classical Islamic
literature, contemporary academic scholarship, and emerging forms of digital
Islamic discourse. The qualitative approach is particularly suitable for
examining the ethical, spiritual, and socio-cultural implications of Artificial
Intelligence within contemporary Muslim societies, “Qualitative Inquiry.” The
primary intellectual foundation of this research is derived from the
Encyclopaedia of Islam, which provides authoritative historical and theological
insights into Islamic rituals, Eid traditions, communal practices, and
educational systems, “Encyclopaedia of Islam.”® In addition, contemporary
academic literature concerning Artificial Intelligence, Digital Islam, virtual
religious authority, and online Islamic engagement has been critically
examined, “Hashtag Islam.”” The study employs thematic analysis to
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investigate several interconnected dimensions of digital transformation within
Islamic religious life, including: Transformation of Eid rituals in digital
environments,Al-driven Islamic education systems, Digital religious authority
and online fatwa culture, Ethical challenges of algorithmic religion and
Cultural adaptation and technological integration in Muslim societies. The
methodology prioritizes interpretation, meaning, and lived religious
experience rather than statistical measurement or quantitative evaluation. It
seeks to understand how digital technologies reshape spiritual practices,
religious authority, and communal identity in the modern Muslim world. As
contemporary scholarship on Digital Islam suggests, “Digital transformation
changes not only what Muslims learn, but how they experience belief itself.”8

Literature Review

Scholarly discourse on Digital Islam highlights the transformation of religious
authority and educational structures. According to Encyclopaedia of Islam,
Islamic festivals and educational traditions historically adapted to cultural and
political change while maintaining theological continuity.” Gary R. Bunt
argues that digital environments decentralize religious authority, allowing
broader access to Islamic knowledge while simultaneously increasing risks of
misinformation”?. “Seyyed Hossein Nasr emphasizes that traditional Islamic
education integrates intellectual, ethical, and spiritual formation. In contrast,
digital education often prioritizes accessibility over depth”!°. Marshall
McLuhan’s theory that “the medium is the message”!! explains how digital
platforms reshape religious experience itself rather than simply transmitting
content. Al scholars warn that algorithmic systems influence perception,
authority, and decision-making processes, including religious understanding.
“In the digital age, knowledge is abundant but wisdom is increasingly rare.”!2

Eid, Artificial Intelligence, and the Transformation of Islamic Tradition in
the Digital Age

Eid celebrations originate from the early Islamic period, where they were
established as divinely guided alternatives to pre-Islamic cultural festivals. Eid
al-Fitr symbolizes spiritual purification after Ramadan, while Eid al-Adha
reflects the legacy of Prophet Ibrahim’s obedience and sacrifice. The Prophet
Muhammad # stated: “Allah has replaced them for you with two better days:
Eid al-Fitr and Fid al-Adha.”*® This demonstrates that Eid is rooted in spiritual
discipline rather than cultural entertainment. Historically, Eid functioned as a
public educational institution. Sermons delivered during Eid emphasized
morality, justice, charity, and communal responsibility. The inclusion of Zakat
al-Fitr ensured that economic inequality was addressed within religious
celebration. According to historical accounts in the Encyclopaedia of Islam, Eid
celebrations varied across regions but consistently preserved core Islamic
values. “Eid in Islam is both celebration and moral instruction.”'* Artificial
Intelligence has revolutionized Islamic learning through Quranic applications,
Hadith databases, translation tools, and personalized learning platforms. These
technologies improve accessibility and global engagement with Islamic
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knowledge. However, Al also disrupts traditional teacher-student
relationships that formed the foundation of Islamic pedagogy. Classical Islamic
education emphasized mentorship, discipline, and moral development
alongside intellectual learning. “Knowledge without ethical formation is
incomplete in Islamic tradition.”’> Al-generated religious content may lack
contextual understanding, leading to misinterpretation of Islamic teachings.
Digital Eid celebrations now include virtual prayers, online greetings, Al-
generated cards, and global social media engagement. These innovations
enhance connectivity but reduce physical communal interaction.
Commercialization of Eid through digital marketing platforms often shifts
focus from spirituality to consumerism. “Digital Eid culture risks turning
sacred joy into visual performance.”'¢ Islamic ethics provides strong principles
for regulating Al:

e Justice (‘Adl)

e Trust (Amanah)

e Truthfulness (Sidq)

e Public welfare (Maslahah)

Al systems must align with these values to ensure responsible use in religious
contexts. “Ethics is the soul of technology in Islamic civilization.”?

EID CELEBRATIONS AND ISLAMIC EDUCATIONAL TRADITIONS :

IN IE DIGITAL AGE:

Insights from Brill’s Encyclopaedia of Islam and the Role of Artificial Intelligence
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Conclusion

Artificial Intelligence is reshaping Islamic education and Eid celebrations in
profound ways. While it increases accessibility, connectivity, and educational
innovation, it also challenges traditional authority structures, spiritual depth,
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and communal authenticity. Islamic civilization must respond not by rejecting
technology but by guiding it ethically. The integration of Al into Islamic life
must prioritize spiritual integrity, scholarly supervision, and communal
welfare. The future of Islamic tradition depends on balancing technological
progress with moral wisdom.

Findings

1. Al has improved access to Islamic education.
Digital Eid celebrations increased global connectivity.
Al tools support multilingual Islamic learning.
Social media is commercializing Eid culture.
Unverified Al content can spread misinformation.

A

Recommendations

1. Al Islamic tools should be scholar-supervised.
Digital religious content must remain authentic.
Muslims should preserve traditional Eid gatherings.
Ethical Al guidelines should be developed.
More research on Islam and Al is needed.

A
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