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Abstract

Nationalism is one of the most influential concepts in modern political and
social thought, shaping collective identity, political allegiance, state
sovereignty, and social organization. This study comparatively examines the
Qur’anic and Western conceptions of nationalism with particular reference to
selected Qur’anic commentaries and major Western theories of nation and
nationalism. The Qur’anic perspective is analyzed through the concepts of
Ummah, faith, human equality, moral responsibility, justice, brotherhood, and
diversity, while the Western conception is explored through territory,
language, shared history, cultural memory, political sovereignty, and national
identity. Employing a comparative and analytical approach, the study
evaluates the intellectual foundations, principles of unity, criteria of
distinction, patterns of allegiance, and socio-political implications of both
frameworks. The analysis demonstrates that the Qur’anic model establishes
collective identity primarily on revelation, faith, moral values, justice, and
universal human dignity, while modern Western nationalism largely derives
its cohesion from historical, territorial, cultural, and political factors. The
study concludes that although both frameworks seek social cohesion and
collective organization, they differ significantly in their sources, ultimate
objectives, conception of sovereignty, and foundations of communal identity.
Keywords: Qur’anic Concept of Nationalism, Western Nationalism, Ummah,
National Identity, Selected Tafasir, Sovereignty, Comparative Study.
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"A nation, it was argued, is a named human population sharing an
historic territory, common myths and historical memories, a mass,

public culture, a common economy and common legal rights and duties
for all members." 2
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"But only the newly aroused consciousness and will made these

elements active and effective, fused them into a source of immense
centripetal power, and gave them a new importance and meaning." 2
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"He emphasized the centrality of ethno-linguistically or religiously
defined cultures in his conception of human history. He believed that
these cultures alone provided a context for meaningful human action...
With this contribution, Herder vitally shaped the discourse of early
nationalism in Germany, in which linguistic-cultural identity rather than
political subjecthood loomed largest." 2
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"Finally, it is imagined as a community, because, regardless of the actual

inequality and exploitation that may prevail in each, the nation is always
conceived as a deep, horizontal comradeship.” 28
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"In brief, nationalism is a theory of political legitimacy, which requires
that ethnic boundaries should not cut across political ones, and, in
particular, that ethnic boundaries within a given state... should not
separate the power-holders from the rest." 2
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"Each individual, in making a contract as we may say, with himself, is

bound in a double capacity: as a member of the Sovereign, he is bound
to the individuals, and as a member of the State to the Sovereign." 8
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"The modern period of history, starting with the French Revolution, is
characterized by the fact that in this period, and in this period alone, the
nation demands the supreme loyalty of man, that all men, not only
certain individuals or classes, are drawn into this common loyalty."
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"Finally, it is imagined as a community, because, regardless of the actual
inequality and exploitation that may prevail in each, the nation is always
conceived as a deep, horizontal comradeship.” 4
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"Nationalism is primarily a political principle, which holds that the
political and the national unit should be congruent." 4/

,g.gnuﬁézjﬂﬁzfdyﬁ!u‘"‘@ﬁwgunr}u’?;d}gu(og}

3 B = B o BF T S L 2t §F 48 ol K i o Jlr £ 1 Y
oGt Gite $ s o 8T il i d i o Gt S Lol (o
S 2, f oo § A5 S AB U B L 3 2 sl B G ot o
:cﬁ-b‘l./')U'?Au'.f;.li;‘ﬂ!?i//&b’)’}b!LML/’/:»{U;:«;.}&A!&&)J}ﬁ'bgfayﬁ

el o s 15 441 ol 033 8

e gy Ust I Ul el Sl e L A B

2 S Pl s p e ios§ bk oo

ke 153685 &l s 01 o5 (0 YLt A T T Ll e ) 35 505 3000 &S0

|132 {'_"_;;} ;e'_'r:urz!.!.',u.!-

20267 ~J0203:0405:4¢



S dBE 26 Frend #3500

(RN il it o915 115 ) 00 T3 Al 52 3015 ey el 315
52300 B 655 51 o5 Bued Lagady Lies s Gl 5555 00 e bl e
o:d&v‘%ﬁ{ﬂr‘!;}ﬁf‘gu@ldfJ{U/l;}dnl%":)";!/c‘,ulzﬁl Jz
L“,@G/Lﬁu?/)L"wu,»)"uiuJ}Jm/,"‘4.,2¢,l:¢/(/t?w74‘ﬁ‘¢_~)m5
“a;fﬂkﬂfﬁumx’”utﬂﬁuﬁ(gt} ﬁf)/}l_‘auﬁ}ﬁﬁmdﬁﬂé}’/gjﬁf%
LD S ndae i A EDBLE A (s e 56 2R
Ll U L by (Fe LD r e os§ s 7" s oy (Sl
_/ul.dﬁji’}’/lif"gj. ng/ug/uLj/uj;)?g:9uéJagc}//ui;;
e sllo & eGP LT U iR U e S
Sk GF s swdegd wf Ly '-ufﬂ(/ b“/,i//"ﬂ.cuw/ QU 2w S i
&)Gm;ﬁy’c)@‘gﬁmg_f;}‘@:)/ f/t‘/&ﬂid}_ujgn;ebgzﬁﬂﬁb sl 15
2 5S35 S = O
"A nation, it was argued, is a named human population sharing an
historic territory, common myths and historical memories, a mass,

public culture, a common economy and common legal rights and duties
for all members." >0
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"A nation is a soul, a spiritual principle. Two things, which in truth are
but one, constitute this soul or spiritual principle. One lies in the past,
one in the present. One is the possession in common of a rich legacy of
memories; the other is present-day consent, the desire to live together,
the will to perpetuate the value of the heritage that one has received in
an undivided form." >
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"Islam envisages humanity as a single moral community bound together
by justice and mutual responsibility."

e U b C S 2 30 I 2 S s 3 St e IS g
Lt $S PG e $F S oK B G5 U e d s JEILL
uL.La?Jf-‘aému"wufuju?u’l,mﬁtﬁ"éu;u»dfi/)yfJulﬁt:+b@yfﬂugﬁu;wdt50|
S QU1 5 S Pl S 31 Sl o3 o1 #1300 le.:,{l?zuyﬁdwf‘am()#:,&w
3T KF St 50 et U 6 L @ F S $23 5l §F 2d sip Fec b 150

_§_V/ S sz, A2 IS U dg s J b lurBUIndf e

| 134 {’;;} HIRA INSTHUTE

20267 ~J0203:0405:4¢



S dBE 26 Frend #3500

"

&’gﬂu@w,gyyw G 7 = s A/,iﬁyqujugﬁ&wuyw%}
S e AL L A $F U e e i E S P f sl
eSS e U LS S ) P33 0U K it Sikel F L
QU1 sl e P e s c§ls o3 J1831 echalr QU el ecerl™ f 2502 S (215 E 20 //!‘J‘&T/“-‘L&fn(jlb
BEGt S22 it oAb eed 935 S e VWU e d ol 278 F
Wil SABE QA S DY e Y LS L o 2 sl F el
—e WAk /’u't:;u’.wiuwfugﬂwggyqu;g:uﬁ SF L i

4J}w'€mg&u;d’léwzﬁuwJ&&J&u,ﬁ&T}f+tn5;,¢é&£Q§;
Z/f&U!guT}_La(’G@u)/!‘jufé"[}Uu;/t/mgl,u&uwmnﬁﬂJ&l‘uwd’".ﬁ.uf
u/guﬁr&éuwuﬁmu’/u,u'@uéﬂff,cjm“zuan;m}w_ﬂ;!ug):l?/,ld/d.xj/
223l 7 B el FE N S 7 ts p S SE S ed G s o, L1 b
»ﬁ”&,wﬁui»,g/i-‘aandﬂ bees ] f’w&“gmﬂu’gj SF e Pt S Sl 15 <&
4 Esi s 23 e dl 5P wrr il L Aee b F1 Fly Ll sose SRV
Sz TUbs  FL S 53U e 513 d1 et 1 S 3T S —e bl G U
S 3/ ' 1)O:j:/L/L;‘“J!_%ybofi)d)g/dzfg)jdk(fu’l/ﬂM&Jdﬁdﬁ&,{‘}df’,ﬁy
@v,é’,g/v,gJM/&u;/,m;uumuw,@v/d&:@l!&w}wvgﬁcmﬁ&;’;
bbb s B §1 e d S S5 Qe b Qs SrT S

References
! Al-Qur’an, 49:13.
2 Al-Razi, Fakhr al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Husayn al-Razi, al-Tafsir al-Kabir

(Mafatrh al-Ghayb) (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1420 AH), 28:108.
3 Al-Qur’an, 21:92.
4 Hamidullah, Muhammad, Muslim Conduct of State (Lahore: Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, 1977), p. 40.
5 Al-Qur’an, 12:40.
6 Ibn Kathir, Isma‘1l ibn ‘Umar ibn Kathir al-Dimashqi, Tafsir al-Qur’an al- ‘Azim (Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al- Timiyyah, 1998), 4:398.

! Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, The Social Contract (London: Penguin Books, 1968), p. 176.
8 Al-Qur’an, 49:10.
9 Al-Biqa 1, Burhan al-Din Abi al-Hasan Ibrahim ibn ‘Umar ibn Hasan al-Ribati al-Biqa ‘1, Nazm

al-Durar fi Tanasub al-Ayat wa-al-Suwar (Hyderabad Deccan: Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al-
‘Uthmaniyyah, 1984), 19:28.

10 Al-Qur’an, 3:103.

1 Al-Sa‘di, Ishaq ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Sa'di, Dirasat fi Tamayyuz al-Ummah al-Islamiyyah wa-
Mawaqif al-Mustashrigin Minhii (Doha: Wizarat al-Awqaf wa-al-Shu’tn al-Islamiyyah, 2013),
1:435.

|135 {2} ;e'_r:uz,'.!.',t,).!-

20267 ~J0203:0405:4¢



S dBE 26 Frend #3500

12

13
14
15
16
17

18
19
20

21

22
23
24
25

26
27

28
29
30

31
32
33
34

35
36

37
38
39
40
41
2
43
44
45
46

47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

58

|136 {

ot |

Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma ‘1l ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Mughirah al-Ju'fi, al-Sahii (Damascus:
Dar Ibn Kathir, 2002), hadith no. 6011.

Gellner, Ernest, Nations and Nationalism (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1983), p. 1.

Kohn, Hans, The Idea of Nationalism (New York: Macmillan, 1944), p. 13.

Smith, Anthony D., National Identity (London: Penguin Books, 1991), p. 14.

Al-Qur’an, 59:9.

Stalin, Joseph, Marxism and the National Question (Moscow: Foreign Languages Publishing
House, 1953), p. 11.

Hamidullah, Introduction to Islam (Lahore: Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, 1979), p. 177.

Al-Qur’an, 49:13.

‘Awdah, ‘Abd al-Qadir, al-Islam wa-Awda ‘una al-Siyasiyyah (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risalah,
1981), p. 277.

Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Hanbal al-Shaybani, al-Musnad (Beirut:
Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 2001), 38:474.

‘Awdah, al-Islam wa-Awda ‘una al-Siyasiyyah, p. 277.

Smith, National Identity, p. 40.

Kohn, The Idea of Nationalism, p. 16.

Herder, Johann Gottfried, Reflections on the Philosophy of the History of Mankind (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1968), p. 308.

Al-Qur’an, 30:22.

Al-Qarni, ‘Al ibn ‘Abd al-Khaliq al-Qarni, Duriis al-Shaykh ‘Ali al-Qarni (Tafrigh al-
Sawtiyyat: Mawqi" al-Shabakah al-Islamiyyah, n.d.), 1:16.

Anderson, Benedict, Imagined Communities (London: Verso, 2006), p. 145.

Al-Qur’an, 34:28.

Al-Aliisi, Mahmiid ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Aliist, Rith al-Ma ‘ani (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah,
1994), 11:158.

Al-Qur’an, 21:107.

Gellner, Nations and Nationalism, p. 1.

Al-Qur’an, 5:55.

Hamad, ‘Abd Allah Khidr Hamad, al-Kifayah fi al-Tafsir bi-al-Ma 'thiir wa-al-Dirayah (Beirut:
Dar al-Qalam, 2017), p. 63.

Al-Qur’an, 49:10.

Al-Jassas, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-Razi al-Jassas, Ahkam al-Qur’an (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘llmiyyah, 1994), 5:293.

Al-Bukhari, al-Sakih, hadith no. 13.

Rousseau, The Social Contract, p. 12.

Kohn, The Idea of Nationalism, p. 12.

Al-Qur’an, 3:68.

Anderson, Imagined Communities, p. 7.

Al-Bukhari, al-Sahih, hadith no. 893.

Al-Qur’an, 3:104.

Ibn Kathtr, Tafsir al-Qur’an al- ‘Azim, 2:91.

Al-Qur’an, 3:110.

Al-Shawkani, Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Shawkani, Fat/ al-Qadir (Beirut: Dar
Ibn Kathir, 1994), 1:388.

Gellner, Nations and Nationalism, p. 1.

Al-Qur’an, 21:92.

Al-Razi, Mafatth al-Ghayb, 22:178.

Smith, National Identity, p. 40.

Al-Qur’an, 16:90.

Al-Alusi, Rith al-Ma ‘ani, 7:421.

Al-Qur’an, 17:70.

Renan, Ernest, What Is a Nation? (London: Walter Scott Publishing, 1882), p. 19.

Al-Qur’an, 4:1.

Al-Qur’an, 21:107.

Ibn ‘Ashiir, Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Tahir ibn ‘Ashir, al-
Tahrir wa-al-Tanwir (Tunis: al-Dar al-Tunisiyyah li-al-Nashr, 1984), 17:108.

Hamidullah, Introduction to Islam, p. 185.

7

2o} [ima STV

F 4

20267 ~J0203:0405:4¢



