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Abstract

This study examines the juristic particularities (Tafarrudat) of Imam Abi Yisuf (d.
182 AH), one of the foremost disciples of Imam Abi Hanifa and the first Qadr al-
Qudat (Chief Justice) in Islamic history. Although the Hanafi school is
fundamentally rooted in the legal thought of Imam Abt Hanifa, its subsequent
development, practical application, and systematic formulation were significantly
influenced by the independent ijtihad of Imam Abt Yusuf. The study seeks to
identify and critically analyze the legal issues in which Imam Abu Yasuf departed
from the positions of Imam Abt Hanifa or his contemporary, Imam Muhammad
al-Shaybani, and arrived at an independent juristic opinion. Employing an
analytical and comparative methodology, the research draws upon major primary
sources of Hanafi jurisprudence, particularly Kitab al-Kharaj and the Zahir al-
Riwayah works. It explores the underlying factors that contributed to these juristic
differences, including the availability of additional ahadith, differences in “urf
(customary practices), and the practical experience gained by Imam Aba Yasuf
through his judicial and administrative responsibilities during the ‘Abbasid period.
The study further evaluates the influence of his distinctive juristic positions on the
subsequent development of the Hanafi tradition, with particular attention to the
adoption of several of his opinions as mufta bihi positions due to their practical
relevance and applicability. Overall, the study highlights the intellectual diversity,
methodological dynamism, and capacity for legal adaptation within the Hanafi
school, demonstrating how juristic reasoning responded to changing judicial,
administrative, social, and economic circumstances while remaining grounded in
the principles of Islamic jurisprudence.

Keywords: Imam Abu Yuasuf, Juristical Uniqueness (Tafarrudat), Hanafi
Jurisprudence, ljtihad, Islamic Legal Theory, ‘Urf, Comparative Figh.
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