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Abstract

The revelation of the Qur’an (wahy) constitutes the foundational source of
Islamic belief, law, and worldview, and occupies a central position in
Muslim theological and intellectual tradition. In contemporary Western
scholarship, the Qur’an and its revelatory nature have been approached
from diverse perspectives, including sociological, ethical, and interfaith
frameworks. Among these contemporary voices is Craig Considine, a
Christian sociologist whose writings focus on Christian-Muslim relations,
religious pluralism, and the ethical dimensions of Islamic teachings. This
study critically examines the concept of Qur’anic revelation in light of
Craig Considine’s interpretations and reflections. It explores how
Considine engages with the Qur’an primarily as a moral and humanistic
text aimed at fostering interreligious understanding, rather than as a
divinely revealed scripture defined by classical Islamic doctrines of wahy.
By comparing his sociological and inclusive readings with the traditional
Islamic understanding of Qur’anic revelation as preserved in the sciences
of the Qur’an (‘Ultim al-Qur’an) and classical tafsir, the article highlights
points of convergence and divergence between the two approaches. The
study argues that while Considine’s perspective contributes positively to
interfaith dialogue and counters Islamophobic narratives, it remains limited
in addressing the theological depth and epistemological framework of
Qur’anic revelation as understood within Islamic scholarship. The article
thus seeks to situate Considine’s thoughts within broader contemporary
discourse and assess their relevance and limitations from an Islamic
academic standpoint.

Keywords: Qur’anic Revelation, Islamic Belief, Craig Considine, Tafsir,
Islamic Doctrines.
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Listen to the story of your nephew, my cousin! Ibn Nawfal proceeded to
ask Muhammad: "My nephew! What have you seen?" Muhammad then
explained his encounter with the Angel Gabriel, to which Ibn Nawfal
responded: ... If you have spoken the truth to me... there has come Holy!
Holy! to [Muhammad] the great divinity who came to Moses aforetime,
and... This is the same angel who lo, he is the prophet of the people keeps
the secrets whom God had sent to Moses. [ wish I were young and could
live up to the time when your people would turn on you. Ibn Nawfal
concluded by saying: “This is the Law that was revealed to Moses." In
uttering these words, Ibn Nawfal is considered to be the "second
witness" of Muhammad's claims to prophethood.?
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Hence why some Muslims point to the so-called validity of the Quran.
This is the most honored, matchless book. There is no doubt about it.'?
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