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Abstract

This study examines the integration of the objectives of Shari‘ah (maqasid al-
shar1‘ah) within Islamic commercial jurisprudence, with particular reference to the
thought of Shah Waliullah Dehlvi (1703—-1762). As a reformist scholar, spiritual
guide, and profound thinker, Shah Waliullah emphasized that Islamic economic
injunctions are grounded not merely in outward legal formalities but are deeply
rooted in higher objectives such as justice, equality, public welfare, and the
prevention of harm and exploitation in society. He argued that the essence of
Islamic economic rulings lies in promoting ethical conduct and socio-economic
balance, rather than being confined to rigid legalistic interpretations. This article
analyses the rulings pertaining to sales and commercial transactions (buying and
selling) in Islamic jurisprudence in the light of these objectives, demonstrating how
Shah Waltullah’s intellectual framework harmonizes Shari‘ah rulings with ethical,
spiritual, social, and economic dimensions. Furthermore, this study highlights how
his approach seeks to achieve societal welfare (maslahah), eradicate injustice, and
establish fairness in economic dealings, thereby ensuring that Islamic commercial
law serves as a means of benefit and mercy for humanity. Ultimately, this research
reveals the continued relevance, effectiveness, and practical utility of Shah
Waliullah’s thought for contemporary Islamic economic theory, jurisprudence, and
policy-making within both the classical legal tradition and the objective-oriented
approach of Islamic law.

Keywords: Shah Waliullah, Shari‘ah, Islamic Economics, Jurisprudence,
Commercial Transactions.
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